CHOOSING A PROFESSION

platform upon which to argue Chinese rights.
No one before Sun had ever had the genius to
conceive of a short-worded program that would
awaken China to the need of reform. When we
consider the very few political slogans which have
ever been successful, we cannot but wonder at
the success of Sun in inventing a slogan which
was to awaken China out of its lethargy. It was
this slogan, invented by Sun, which made up the
Chinese Declaration of Independence that eventu-
ally overthrew the Manchus. It was a short
declaration, containing in its original text only
four Chinese words, but it hit the mark as nothing
else could have done. Before giving these four
words I think I should offer a word of explana-
tion as to the way Sun invented the slogan.

Sun realized, when he came back from Honolulu
in 1875 (his first return), that his success in any
effort to overthrow the Manchus depended upon
two things: his ability, first to keep his head on
his shoulders and, secondly, to make a platform
upon which he could stand. There was nothing
before him from which he could make a platform.
He could not find fault with the Son of Heaven,
because the Son of Heaven was perfect, and no
one had ever tried before to oppose him in a logi-
cal statement of fact. However, Sun, after cast-
ing his net around in the deep waters of his mind,
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